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INTRODUCTION1

Concerning the Law of Christ, James says: “But he who looks into
the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does”
(Jas. 1:25). As we set out to examine this aspect of Christ’s law, we
begin properly by investigating the background information of the
epistle of James.

James was written by Jesus’ half-brother, and the epistle bears his
name (Mt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3; Gal. 1:18-19). According to Scripture,
James was an influential person in the church at Jerusalem (Acts 12:17;
15:13). He was well respected, especially among the Jewish brethren
(Gal. 2:12). The date of the epistle is uncertain. Notwithstanding, Bible
scholars estimate its writing around A.D. 40-65.2 If these dates are
accurate, then at least two major Bible events had already occurred
which play a significant role in the writing of the book of James. First,
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem had already taken place
(Acts 2). The Scriptures tell us that several nations had gathered
together in Jerusalem for the feast celebration of Pentecost (Acts 2:9-
11). At that time, about three thousand people obeyed the Gospel and
were baptized into Christ (Acts 2:41). These precious souls were added
to the church (Acts 2:47). Second, the great persecution of the church
had already taken place (Acts 8:1).

It is believed that among those who were scattered abroad during
this persecution were the new converts who had recently obeyed the
Gospel at Jerusalem during the feast celebration of Pentecost (Acts
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8:4). These two events are important because James’ opening remarks
read: “To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings” (Jas.
1:1). It is this author’s belief that James is addressing those very
Christians mentioned in Acts 2 and 8. Concerning the recipients of the
epistle of James, Robert Boyd states: “Many of these Jewish Christians
were probably those who had been baptized on the day of Pentecost
and had taken back with them to their own countries just the rudiments
of Christianity.”3 The Christians to whom James is writing were
Christians who were not fully grounded in the doctrine of Christ. So,
James writes to them in a practical manner concerning their trials and
temptations. Additionally, he writes about living a good Christian life,
and motivates them to continue with their Christian life despite the
variety of problems they would encounter. Guy N. Woods observes:
“The chief aim of the writer was to encourage those to whom he wrote
to endure patiently their trials, and to eliminate from their hearts and
lives those serious defects which rendered them un-Christ-like in
nature”4

STATEMENT
Our text for consideration is found in James 1. It would serve us

well to consider the arrangement of thought in this chapter. First, James
is communicating to newly converted Christians what their proper
attitude should be toward the various trials of life (1:1-12). Second, he
puts into perspective the temptation that will be before every Christian
constantly (1:13-16). Third, he makes sure that the new convert has a
proper regard for God’s goodness (1:17-18). Fourth, the new convert
should be aware that a proper attitude toward God’s Word is necessary
(1:19-25). Finally, James defines what pure and undefiled religion is
according to God (1:26-27). It is within the fourth division of chapter
one that we find our study text—“But he who looks into the perfect law
of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of
the work, this one will be blessed in what he does” (Jas. 1:25, emphasis
added). Regarding our text, I would like to draw out the following
Biblical points:

1. It is important that every Christian possess a proper attitude
toward “the perfect law of liberty.” This is accomplished when
we know what “the perfect law of liberty” is.

2. We need to understand our liberty in Christ, and what it means
to us.
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3. We need to know that “the perfect law of liberty” requires
more than just a superficial attention. We must “look into” and
“continue” in “the perfect law of liberty.”

4. We must recognize that the object of “the perfect law of
liberty” is action. Only those who actually put into practice the
precepts of this law will be blessed.
WHAT IS THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY?

As we commence our study let us Biblically determine what “the
perfect law of liberty is.” In attempting to arrive at the author’s
meaning of this phrase, it is necessary for us to study the immediate
context of the book of James, as well as the remote context of the Bible.

In the first place, we notice that James uses this phrase twice within
his epistle (Jas. 1:25; 2:12). Contextually, James is making reference to
what Paul describes in his epistle to the Galatians as, “the law of
Christ” (Gal. 6:2). James is relating Christ’s law to the twelve tribes
that were scattered abroad. Thus, “the perfect law of liberty” is “the law
of Christ.” But the question remains: “What is the Law of Christ?” The
Law of Christ is that rule of conduct prescribed by God, to which every
person of a sound mind, i.e., possessing the capacity for, is amenable.
In other words, since the first century when the Law of Christ was
enacted (after the resurrection of Christ), every person since then has
been and is amenable to the Law of Christ! The law of the Old
Testament gave way to the law of the New Testament, and though the
law of the Old Testament has been removed, there are many command-
ments and principles which have been carried over into the law of the
New Testament (Heb. 8:13; Mt. 22:36-40). The “law of liberty” makes
one a disciple of Christ, if he is willing to hear, obey, and continue in
the Word of God. This reminds us of the words of Christ when He said:
“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed” (Jn. 8:31).
Note well that James and Jesus are in the same frame of mind concern-
ing obedience to the will of God. James says, “continues,” while Jesus
says, “abides,” but the idea is the same (Jas. 1:25 and Jn. 8.31). So it
was when the Gospel (i.e., “the law of liberty”) was preached for the
first time to the world, some rejected it, while others received it. In
those who received the Word of God, it worked in them effectually.
How do we know this? They obeyed the law and put on Christ (Eph.
1:13; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:27).
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Next, we discover that “the law of liberty” is just that, a law that
liberates one from sin. James is writing to Jewish Christians that were
at one time in spiritual bondage (Jn. 8:32-34; Acts 2:37), but now they
have been liberated from sin (Acts 2:38). How did they get to this point
in their lives? Remember, when they were in the city of Jerusalem
during the feast celebration of Pentecost, they heard the Gospel (i.e.,
“the law of liberty”), and were baptized for the remission of their sins
(Acts 2:38). These penitent, baptized, believers were then liberated
from the one they had been enslaved to, and from their bondage during
their lifetime of sin (Heb. 2:14-15). This is why James calls the Law of
Christ “the perfect law of liberty.” We will have more to say about this
later. For now, “the perfect law of liberty” is a law that liberates one
from sin!

 Moreover, “the perfect law of liberty” is also described by James
as “the royal law” (Jas. 2:8). In this Scripture, James is appealing to Old
Testament law (Lev. 19.18). However, as it was stated earlier some of
the commandments and principles of the Old Testament have been
carried over to the New Testament. “Royal law” has reference to a law
enacted by the highest kingly authority, which in this case is God, the
Father.5 We learn from the Scriptures that the Father gave unto His Son
all authority in heaven and on earth (Mt. 28:18; Col. 1:15-18; Heb.
1:2). Thus, “the law of liberty,” which is “the law or Christ,” which is
“the royal law,” has come from God the Father (Jn. 5:30; 6:38; 12:48-
50). Additionally, after obeying the Law of Christ we become partakers
of the divine nature, as well as a royal priesthood (2 Pet. 1:4; 1 Pet.
2:9). It would seem, then, that “the law of liberty” contains within its
commandments “the royal law.”

Finally, James tells us that mankind shall be judged by “the law of
liberty” (Jas. 2:12). We learn from the Bible that God “has appointed
a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man
whom He has ordained” (Acts 17:31). That man is Jesus, the Christ!
So, it is no surprise that Jesus declares: “He who rejects Me, and does
not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have
spoken will judge him in the last day” (Jn. 12:48). Thus, “the law of
liberty” is the Law of Christ contained in the Word of Christ, the Word
of God.

WHY IS THE LAW CALLED “PERFECT”?
Having established that “the perfect law of liberty” is the Law of

Christ, let us consider why this law is called “perfect.” W.E. Vine
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mentions that there are several meanings of the word “perfect,” which
is translated from the Greek word teleios. He mentions first that this
word is used in reference to humanity. As humans, we grow and
develop, and are expected to reach a full age. So, whenever the word
“perfect” is used in reference to humanity, it means: “Having reached
full age, full grown mature age” (Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15; Col. 1:28; 4:12;
Heb. 5:12). On the other hand, when the word “perfect” is used in
reference to a thing, like James uses it, it means: “Having reached its
end, complete, perfect.”6 Since the word “perfect” modifies the word
“law,” then it means that the Law of Christ is perfect!

In what sense, however, is the Law of Christ perfect? Is it perfect
in the sense of complete revelation? Or, is it perfect in the sense of its
efficacy to make the worshiper of God perfect? In order for us to
answer this question, we must consider it from the perspective of
James. When James wrote “to the twelve tribes which are scattered
abroad” had complete revelation been given? Remember, Bible
scholars place the time of writing for the epistle of James around A.D.
40-65. This would mean it was written between seven and thirty-two
years after the establishment of the church. Jesus tells us that the Holy
Spirit was to be given to the apostles “to guide [them] into all truth”
(Jn. 16:13).

The implication is that at the time Jesus spoke the above words, the
apostles did not have all truth. Our inference holds true, for in John
16:12, we read: “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now.” So, the epistle of James, recognized as one of the early
epistles of the church, could not have made reference to the church
possessing complete revelation, at least in its written form. The written
revelation of God would not be completed for another forty to sixty
years, which is usually timed with the death of the apostle John at
approximately A.D. 98. It would seem, then, that James could not have
had in mind perfect in the sense of all of the Law of Christ having been
given and completed. Therefore, it must have been in the sense of its
efficacy to save mankind. James, writing to a predominantly Jewish
audience, makes his hearers aware of the power of the New Testament,
the Law of Christ. The Bible teaches us that the Old Testament was
never intended to be the final law of God where all men could be saved.
“For the law [i.e., the old law], having a shadow of the good things to
come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same
sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who
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approach perfect” (Heb. 10:1). Note well, the last word in the above
verse. The Old Testament was not designed to make the worshippers
of God perfect! As a matter of fact, the Hebrews writer tells us:
“Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law), what further need was there that
another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and
not be called according to the order of Aaron?” (Heb. 7:11). Listen to
him again as he says: “[F]or the law [i.e., the old law] made nothing
perfect” (Heb. 7:19). What does all this mean? Consider the explana-
tion given by the writer of Hebrews himself concerning those things.

It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and
sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who performed the
service perfect in regard to the conscience—concerned only with
foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances
imposed until the time of reformation. But Christ came as High
Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His
own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having
obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats
and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for
the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God? (Heb. 9:9-14).

When James makes reference to the law of liberty as perfect, he is
contrasting it to the old law, which the writer of Hebrews describes as
having fault or being imperfect (Heb. 8:7). Ultimately, James is making
reference to the idea of the law of Christ (which is the final law of God)
possessing the power to make the worshiper of God complete or
perfect.

WHY IS IT CALLED A LAW OF LIBERTY?
Without a doubt, we have Biblically concluded that the Law of

Christ is perfect! Still, James says that the perfect Law of Christ is a
law of liberty. What does James intend to impress upon our minds
when he states that the Law of Christ is a law of liberty?

The Greek word James uses for “liberty” is eleutheria. Vine
mentions that liberty means “freedom.” As a matter of fact, that is how
it is translated in other Scriptures.7 Vine further defines the word as:
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“With freedom did Christ set us free.”8 Thus, liberty makes reference
to freedom in Christ. The two primary thoughts of liberty discussed in
the New Testament are: 1) The liberty of the New Testament as
opposed to the bondage of the Old Testament, and 2) The liberty of the
New Testament from the bondage of sin. We shall consider both.

When James makes reference to “the perfect law of liberty,” again,
as James is writing to a predominantly Jewish audience, he is alluding
to the Old Testament as a law of bondage and the New Testament as a
law of liberty. In a similar vein, Paul states: “Stand fast therefore in the
liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again
with a yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1). In this verse, Paul is contrasting the
New Testament with the Old Testament. Take special note of the fact
that the New Testament provides us with liberty in Christ (cf. Gal.
5:13), whereas the Old Testament is referred to as “a yoke of bondage”
(cf. Gal. 4:9).

The “perfect law of liberty” is a law that possesses the power to
liberate us from sin. None of us were born with sin, but there was a
point in our life when we fell short of the glory of God and became
sinners (Rom. 3:23). We learn from the Bible that there is a time in our
life when we become conscious of right and wrong (Deut. 1:39; Isa.
7:16). This is what we call “the age of accountability” (cf. Rom. 7:9).
During this time we make the choice (whether consciously or uncon-
sciously) to sin or not to sin. “[S]in lies at the door. And its desire is for
[us], but [we] should rule over it” (Gen. 4:7). Just as Cain refused the
grace of God, we do likewise. We were tempted and drawn away by
our own desire and enticed. When our desires conceived, we brought
forth sin in our life (Jas. 1:14-15). Thus, from that moment on we lost
our freedom and came under spiritual bondage (Rom. 6:16; 2 Tim.
2:26; Heb. 2:14-15). Finding ourselves in such a pathetic situation
before God, we must purify our souls, and liberate them from bondage
by “obeying the truth” (1 Pet. 1:22).

When Paul was converted, he was sent to the Jews as well as the
Gentiles (Acts 9:15). Why was Paul sent to these people? He was sent
to them because they were under bondage to sin. So, Paul was sent: 1)
To open their eyes, 2) To turn them from darkness to light, 3) To
liberate them from the power of Satan to God, (i.e., from spiritual
bondage to freedom), 4) So they could receive forgiveness of sins, and
5) To provide them with an inheritance among those who were
sanctified. But how was Paul going to accomplish this task? Paul did
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it by preaching and teaching “the perfect law of liberty” (Acts 17:2;
18:4).

CHRISTIANS SHOULD LOOK
INTO THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY

Now that we have established that the Law of Christ is perfect and
that it gives us liberty, we want to consider what James means by the
phrase “looks into,” as it relates to “the perfect law of liberty.” The
word “look” is translated from the Greek word parakupto. This verb is
in the aorist active participle form, which simple means, “To stoop and
look, to gaze intently.”9 In the Gospel accounts, it was used to describe
what Peter and Mary did as they peered into the empty tomb of Christ
on the morning of his resurrection (Lk. 24:12; Jn. 20:5, 11). It de-
scribes, in vivid detail, one who stoops down, as it were, in order to get
the closest possible look; and, as used in our text, denotes one who is
highly interested in the word of truth.10 Woods says: “It is a stronger
term, and indicates much more than a minute look, suggested by
beholding in verse 24.”11

James calls to his hearer’s attention the importance of a thorough
analyzation of God’s Word. Christians should take care not to develop
within themselves a perfunctory attitude toward the study of the Sacred
Writings. This can only be accomplished by a comprehensive examina-
tion of its thoughts and ideas until we develop a deep and abiding love
for the truth. The Bible makes us aware of the urgency of studying its
contents. Paul writes to young Timothy: “[G]ive attention to reading,
to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). Later, in the same epistle,
Paul again writes: “Take heed to ... the doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16). If this
was important to Paul and Timothy, do you not think that it is equally
important for us as well?

Consider the reason why such a matter was important to Paul and
Timothy. It was important to Timothy because Paul told him that a
study of the Divine Record would save him (2 Tim. 3:15). Giving
attention to “the perfect law of liberty,” believing in God through Jesus
Christ, and obeying the message of the Holy Spirit, will save the sinner
(Rom. 10:17; Jn. 8:24; Rom. 6:17). After one has been saved, he must
make progress in his Christian life (2 Pet. 1:5-8). A failure to maintain
and cultivate an attitude of righteousness will result in destruction. For
this reason, Paul tells Timothy to “take heed” unto himself and his
teaching (1 Tim. 4:16). That is also why, in the book of Hebrews, we
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read: “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we
have heard, lest we drift away” (Heb. 2:1).

When we focus our minds on “the perfect law of liberty,” we build
up our spiritual immune system. For as the physical body with a weak
immune system is susceptible to disease, so the spiritual body with a
weak immune system is susceptible to sin. Our warfare is against
“principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph.
6:12). Regarding these matters, we need protection from God. How
does God protect us? He protects us through His Word. God’s Word is
powerful and it will penetrate “even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). God’s Word is powerful enough to strengthen
our inner man (Eph. 3:16). When God’’s Word enters our mind, it will
give light and understanding to deal with every situation of life (Ps.
119:130; 1 Cor. 10:12-13; Jas. 1:13-15).

CHRISTIANS SHOULD CONTINUE
IN THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY

Merely “looking into” the perfect law of liberty is not enough!
James knew this, and this is why he communicates to his readers that
they were to continue in “the perfect law of liberty.” The English word
“continue” is a translation of the Greek word parameno. This verb is a
compound Greek word, from para which means, “to remain, steadfast;”
and meno which means, “beside, alongside.”12 So, James is saying that
it is imperative for Christians to remain alongside “the perfect law of
liberty” (1 Cor. 16:13; Phil. 1:27; 4:1; 2 Thess. 2:15; 2 Tim. 1:13). The
more we learn from the Word of God, the more responsible we become
in putting into practice what we have learned.

In the Old Testament there is a story about a young man by the
name of Solomon. Solomon was the son of David. Before David passed
away, he made Solomon king over Israel. Being young, this was a
colossal responsibility for him. God knew this as well. Thus, God
appeared to Solomon and gave him an opportunity of a lifetime. God
asked him: “What shall I give you?” (1 Kgs. 3:5). Think for just a
moment. Solomon had an opportunity to ask God for whatever he
desired, and God was going to give it to him. What would you have
wished for? Wealth, power, fame, et cetera? Solomon did not ask for
any of those things. Instead, in stating his request to God, Solomon
said: “Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge
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Your people, that I may discern between good and evil” (1 Kgs. 3:9).
About the many years he spent enjoying the benefits of godly wisdom,
Solomon relates: “I have attained greatness, and have gained more
wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has
understood great wisdom and knowledge” (Ecc. 1:16). But later, in that
same passage, Solomon says: “For in much wisdom is much grief, And
he who increases knowledge increases sorrow” (Ecc. 1:18). Why do
you suppose Solomon said this? It is because with the gaining of
knowledge, understanding, and wisdom comes the responsibility to act
accordingly. When wisdom is gathered, we will not remain still. We
will act on what we know and understand. Therefore, when the
Christian looks into the perfect law of liberty, the knowledge, under-
standing, and wisdom that he or she gains has to be put into practice.
The more we live life according to the Law of Christ, the more difficult
life becomes because the “whole world lies under the sway of the
wicked one” (1 Jn. 5:19).

When Paul spoke to the elders from Ephesus, in the city of Miletus,
he told them: “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel
of God” (Acts 20:27). Paul had made sure that the elders, as well as the
whole congregation (Acts 20:31), had knowledge about the whole
counsel of God. When they heard it, it was now their responsibility to
continue in it. But, years later in the life of that congregation, we notice
that something went wrong. They left their first love (Rev. 2:4-5). What
about the congregation in the city of Corinth? Paul spent one year and
six months teaching them the Word of God (Acts 18:11). The Chris-
tians there, like the ones in Ephesus, heard “the perfect law of liberty.”
Nonetheless, something happened because those Christians did not
practice what they had been taught. We know this because of the
problems that plagued that congregation. Evidently, for the most part,
the members of the Corinthian and Ephesian congregations, were mere
hearers—not doers—of the Word (Jas. 1:22). Of course, this is true of
any Christian who acts in a similar fashion. When the Word of God is
studied and meditated upon, it will direct the life of the child of God.
God’s Word must be put into action (Jer. 20:9)! The Word of God “is
living and powerful” (Heb. 4:12). Once it comes in contact with our
body, spirit, and soul, it will work in us “both to will and to do for His
good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

Yet, for some reason or another, many do not continue in what we
have looked into in our study of God’s Word. Too many become
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“forgetful hearers” of the Word of God instead of “doers” (Jas. 1:25).
Why does this happen? It might be that some are “still carnal ...
behaving like mere men” (1 Cor. 3:3). Others have not “put to death
[their] members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5).
Still, others are of a double mind, and unstable in all their ways (Jas.
1:8). The fact remains that the Christian cannot stand still. Whenever
he “looks into” the perfect law of liberty, he must also “continue” in it.
If he does not do it, he will remain forever a forgetful hearer. However,
once we become effectual doers of God’s Word, we can successfully
deal with “the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). In so doing, when
necessary, we will be involved in “casting down arguments and every
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).

JAMES’ REASON FOR LOOKING INTO AND
CONTINUING IN THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY
Now that James has made clear to “the twelve tribes which are

scattered abroad,” that it is necessary to “look into” and “continue” in
“the perfect law of liberty,” he tells them why it is important. James
says: “[T]his one will be blessed in what he does” (Jas. 1:25). Although
Bible knowledge is necessary in our Christian life, James says that the
blessing comes whenever we put into practice what we know (2 Tim.
2:15; Heb. 5:12-14; 2 Pet. 3:18). On this point, consider that Jesus
stated “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them” (Jn.
13:17). God told Joshua that if he mediated in the Word of God day and
night, and observed to do according to all that was written in it, that he
would prosper in his ways, and have good success (Josh. 1:8). Where
was the blessing? Was it in the knowing of God’s Word, or in the
actual putting it to practice in their life? It took both!

In the New Testament, we observe a similar example in Matthew
7:24-27. In that passage Jesus compares and contrasts two men, one
wise and the other foolish. Jesus said that the first man—the one who
merely heard the Word of God but did not practice what he learned—
was a fool (Mt. 7:26). He was not blessed. Contrasted to that man, the
man who heard the Word of God and did what he had learned, that man
was a wise man (Mt. 7:24). This man was blessed. Why? Because he
lived what he learned! Remember, on judgment day we will not merely
be judged on how much knowledge we have of God’s Word. We will
be judged on our “deeds” (Mt. 7:21; Rom. 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10).
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CONCLUSION
When James wrote, “To the twelve tribes which are scattered

abroad” about the perfect law of liberty, he was making reference to the
Law of Christ. The reason he calls it “perfect,” is because God’s Word
possess the power to save mankind. Moreover, James calls it the law of
“liberty,” because it gave the Jews freedom from the Old Testament,
and all humanity freedom from sin. Additionally, James alludes to the
fact that “the perfect law of liberty” has to be “looked into” and that
one must “continue” in it. Christians cannot afford to have a slipshod
knowledge of the Word of God. We need to “stoop down and get a
closer view” of God’s Word. We must study with diligence. Once we
“look into” the Scriptures they have to be complemented by a powerful
practice of the same. When we manifest this in our lives, we will be
blessed by God!
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